
GLOBAL WEEK OF ACTION
AGAINST GUN VIOLENCE 2024
IANSA REPORT



Every year, IANSA invited its members to join in solidarity to advocate for an end to the illicit
trade and misuse of small arms and light weapons (SALW) by participating in the Global Week
of Action Against Gun Violence (GWoA), this year it took place from 3 – 9 June 2024.

IANSA’s theme this year was “A World without Gun Violence: Turning Words into Actions,” it
envisions a future where gun violence is no longer a threat to communities worldwide. It calls
for global solidarity, State commitment, and concrete actions to achieve disarmament,
promote peacebuilding, and ensure the safety of all individuals. The GWoA emphasises the
need for all stakeholders to work together to achieve tangible outcomes and taking meaningful
steps forward for a world without gun violence. 

States have made numerous commitments to the United Nations Programme of Action to
Prevent, Combat and Eradicate the Illicit Trade in Small Arms and Light Weapons in All Its
Aspects (UNPoA), which was adopted by the General Assembly in June 2001. The GWoA was an
opportunity for civil society organisations to urge State governments to strengthen their UNPoA
commitments and start mobilising in the lead up to the Fourth Review Conference on the
UNPoA (RevCon4), which took place 18-28 June 2024. It commited all participating States to
cooperate on measures that will help achieve the purpose of the UNPoA, including “to reduce
the human suffering caused by the illicit trade in small arms and light weapons in all its aspects
and to enhance the respect for life and the dignity of the human person through the promotion
of a culture of peace.”

Advocacy points and actions promoted for GWoA and #TowardsRevCon4:

Strengthening transfer controls;
Controlling SALW ammunition;
Collecting, destroying, and safely disposing of surplus SALW and ammunition;
Mainstreaming gender;
Engaging with youth;
Setting national and regional targets;
Controlling the civilian possession of SALW.
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Funded Organisations

As part of IANSA's project with the UNODA through contributions received from the
European Union: “From the Bottom Up: Civil Society Engagement and Support for the UN
Programme of Action on Small Arms and Light Weapons", small stipends were given to
IANSA members to undertake activities during the Global Week of Action. This is a
summary of their activities.

CENTRAL
AFRICAN
REPUBLIC

Global Peace Chain (SOS Civisme)

Global Peace Chain organised a workshop for civil society organizations about the
importance of gender mainstreaming in SALW control in the Central African Republic.
Some recommendations from CSO participants were to develop specific projects and
action plans on SALW; to disseminate the African Union's roadmap on silencing weapons
and develop information, education and communication initiatives on SALW. The activity
was organised in collaboration with the National Commission on Small Arms and Light
Weapons in CAR. 
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REFEADES organized a series of events for the GWoA, the events had the participation of
over 100 members of the Makobola village and its 12 sub villages. The events focused on
gender, masculinities, youth and small arms control. Involving many grassroots leaders
and community members in the DRC and local authorities. 

DEMOCRATIC
REPUBLIC OF
THE CONGO

Reseau des Femmes en Action pour le
Developpment Social (REFEADES)
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Global Thought Mexico organised a in person/online hybrid workshop "Turning Words into
Actions: Feminist Foreign Policy to reduce armed violence and increasing youth
participation" with university students in international relations and other social science
disciplines. It aimed to gather reflections on how feminist foreign policy can support
implementing states in reducing armed violence. It also included an overview of tools that
young people need for their demands to be included in international policy. Full report in
Spanish here.

MEXICO Global Thought Mexico
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https://drive.google.com/file/d/1ZWhHKls2yyt_3eTMguoibgUWfKjGruLK/view?usp=sharing


The Nigerian Youth Antiviolence Forum held an activity at the University of Maiduguri in the
Borno State on turning words into actions in controlling small arms and ending gun
violence. The event allowed youth survivors of gun violence to speak and address local
officials. Uniting over 100 members of the community, a lot of important voices were heard
and recommendations for strengthening SALW controls were provided by survivors.  

NIGERIA Nigerian Youth Antiviolence Forum
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PAKISTAN Sustainable Peace and Development
Organization (SPADO)

The Sustainable Peace and Development Organization organised a seminar for the youth
that envisions a future where gun violence is no longer a threat to their communities. They
conducted briefing sessions with university students, developed awareness raising
materials for community members, collaborated with local and national officials on
providing recommendations for strengthening small arms violence to youth and including
youth perspectives. 
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Additional Activities 
In addition to groups that received funding, other IANSA members from around the world
participated in the Global Week of Action.

COLOMBIA - REDEPAZ
REDEPAZ in the city of Medellín, orgnaised an informative and reflective seminar day with
young people about the prevention of armed violence, at the Pedro Octavio Amado
Educational Institution. 

CAMEROON - Cameroon Action Network on Small Arms (CANSA)
Held a Press Conference for the GWoA that called for stronger regulation of SALW and for
adoption of text of application for 2016 law on arms and ammunition by the government
of Cameroon.
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Additional Activities 
In addition to groups that received funding, other IANSA members from around the world
participated in the Global Week of Action.

NIGERIA - Keen and Care Initiative Nigeria (KCI)
KCI Gathered community members to raise awareness on gun violence and call for strict
controls in Nigeria. 

ZIMBABWE - World Beyond War 
Organised an online webinar for the GWoA on the importance of strict controls on SALW.
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Overview of Social Media Participation in the Global Week of Action
Against Gun Violence 2024
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