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16 Days of Activism Against Gender-Based Violence

The 16 Days of Activism Against Gender-Based Violence took place from 25 November until 10
December. IANSA’s theme this year was “Take Action! Stop gender-based violence now.” Small
arms and light weapons (SALW) are used to perpetrate or facilitate gender-based violence (GBV).
GBV involves any act of violence targeting an individual on the basis of their gender. GBV
encompasses violence against people based on their perceived or real sexual orientation, gender
identity or expression and sexual characteristics. This campaign aims to raise awareness of the
issue of GBV and urge government officials to take effective measures to address it.

IANSA called upon all States, parliamentarians, civil society representatives, and other relevant
stakeholders to mobilise and take action against gender-based armed violence. It was also an
opportunity to start preparing for the Fourth Review Conference on the UN Programme of Action on
SALW (RevCon4), which will take place 17-28 June 2024.

IANSA focused on four key advocacy points for this year’s campaign. We urged states to:

Develop or strengthen existing gender-responsive arms control to account for the differential
impacts of the SALW trade and misuse on men, women, girls, boys and gender-diverse
persons;
Strictly regulate the possession by civilians of SALW and implement legislation and programs to
allow for the removal of firearms from homes in cases of gender-based and intimate partner
violence;
Develop and set national and regional targets in relation to gender-responsive arms control for
the effective implementation of the UN Programme of Action on Small Arms;
Take targeted measures to ensure the full, meaningful, equal and effective participation of
traditionally excluded or marginalised groups (including women, youth, survivors of armed
violence and gender-diverse people) in policymaking and programming for effective arms
control and disarmament.

For the campaign, IANSA put together a list of 16 Actions to take during the 16 Days of Activism,
available here.

https://iansa.org/16-actions-for-the-16-days-of-activism-against-gender-based-violence-2023/


Funded Organisations

As part of IANSA's project with the UNODA through contributions received from the
European Union: “From the Bottom Up: Civil Society Engagement and Support for the UN
Programme of Action on Small Arms and Light Weapons", small stipends were given to
IANSA members to undertake activities during the 16 Days of Activism. This is a summary
of their activities.

Burundi Réveil Communautaire d'Assistance 
aux Victimes (RECOVI)

RECOVI organsied an activity at a girls high school in Muzinda titled "Let's participate
inclusively and actively in the fight against Gender-Based Violence: Tomorrow is already
too late,” Engaging over 250 students with participation from from accompanied by local
authorities, civil society organisation leaders, young people affiliated with political parties,
and local religious leaders. 



Men Engage Burundi organized a panel discussion on the "Role of Men and Boys in the
fight against violence against girls and women". Around thirty civil society organizations
and state institutions, and media representatives were in attendance. 

Burundi MenEngage



Food and Livestock Initiative organised a community awareness campaign to promote
women's rights and to fight against gender-based armed violence in the Katoyi
neighbourhood in the city of Goma. With participation from over 50 community leaders,
young people and local authorities. 

Democratic
Republic of
the Congo

Food and Livestock Initiative (FLI)



Rural Women’s Network (RUWON) organized a “Leadership Development for Gender
Equality Training Program” with participation from 15 women from different areas of Nepal,
living in Kathmandu. This workshop aimed to help to enhance community women’s
knowledge of their rights, leadership, gender-based violence, gender justice, and violence
against women and gender equity along with motivating skills. 

Nepal Rural Women’s Network



Pakistan Girls United for Human Rights (GURH)

Girls United for Human Rights organized two awareness raising workshops to unite
community members to prevent violence against women and girls in Saidu Sharif,
Pakistan. With participation of over 50 women, including 15 transgendered women, several
community leaders, local civil society organizations, and youth. A signatory campaign was
conducted and campaign materials were disseminated in the community. 



Additional Activities 
In addition to groups that received funding, other IANSA members from around the world
participated in the 16 Days of Activism. 

BÉNIN - Réseau d'Actions sur les Armes Légères en Afrique de l'Ouest (RASALAO)
Published several announcements about the 16 Days of Activism in a local newspaper.

NIGERIA - Keen and Care Initiative (KCI)
Organised an event with school children about ending violence against women and girls.
KCI also united youth from the University of Abuja to spread awareness on ending GBV and
gun violence.  



Additional Activities 

SOUTH SUDAN - Action for Youth Aid and Development (AYAD-SS)
Organised a large scale activity and march to promote awareness on peace and security
by strengthening small arms control in South Sudan.

NIGERIA -West Africa Action Network On Small Arms And Light Weapons (WANSA)
Organised a large community gathering and march on the International Day for the
Elimination of Violence Against Women. 
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