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Open-ended working group on conventional ammunition Fourth substantive session



I stand before you today as a concerned representative, cognizant of the grave repercussions of armed conflicts and the devastating impact they have on the areas affected. The Open-ended Working Group on Conventional Ammunition plays a pivotal role in addressing this pressing issue, and I commend the efforts made thus far.

As we discuss conventional ammunition, it is paramount to recognize the magnitude of the problem and its far-reaching consequences. Allow me to present some compelling statistics that underscore the urgent need for collective action.

Firstly, according to the United Nations, an estimated 60 countries worldwide are currently affected by armed conflicts, with millions of innocent lives caught in the crossfire. These conflicts result in countless casualties, including civilians, and inflict immeasurable suffering upon local communities.

Furthermore, it is distressing to note that indiscriminate use and proliferation of conventional ammunition exacerbate the humanitarian crisis. Non-state armed groups often gain easy access to such weaponry, perpetuating violence and instability. The resultant displacement of populations, destruction of critical infrastructure, and disruption of essential services deepen the socio-economic challenges faced by affected regions.

Moreover, the long-lasting impact of conventional ammunition extends beyond active conflict zones. Explosive remnants of war, including unexploded ordnance, pose grave threats to civilians even after the cessation of hostilities. Innocent children, women, and men fall victim to these hidden dangers as they attempt to rebuild their lives in post-conflict scenarios.

In light of these distressing realities, I would like to emphasize several areas of concern that necessitate our immediate attention and concerted action.

Firstly, it is imperative that we strengthen international cooperation to prevent illicit arms trade and the unauthorized diversion of conventional ammunition. Enhancing export controls, monitoring supply chains, and enforcing arms embargoes will play a pivotal role in curbing the proliferation of these weapons, thereby reducing their availability to non-state armed groups.

Secondly, we must emphasize the importance of awareness and education in affected areas. By promoting risk education and explosive ordnance risk reduction, we can empower communities to better protect themselves and mitigate the dangers posed by explosive remnants of war.

Additionally, we must work towards providing effective assistance and support to countries affected by armed conflicts. This includes facilitating access to mine action resources, including mine clearance, victim assistance, and stockpile management. The international community must also prioritize the provision of psychosocial support and rehabilitation services for those traumatized by conflict-related violence.

Lastly, integrating gender perspectives into our strategies is crucial. Women and girls disproportionately bear the brunt of armed conflicts, facing increased vulnerability to sexual and gender-based violence. Therefore, it is imperative to ensure their meaningful participation in decision-making processes and promote their inclusion in post-conflict recovery and reconstruction efforts.

In conclusion, esteemed colleagues, the impact of conventional ammunition on areas affected by armed conflicts cannot be understated. The statistics speak for themselves, revealing the urgent need for robust and comprehensive action. Let us seize this opportunity to strengthen international cooperation, enhance awareness, provide assistance, and promote gender equality. Only through our collective determination can we alleviate the suffering of the affected communities and pave the way for a more secure and peaceful future.

Thank you.
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