
 
 

BMS8 Daily Briefing Day 4 

Today marked the fourth day of BMS8. With a new draft of the outcome document under 

discussion, delegates continue to debate precise language to include or exclude in the outcome 

document. The morning meeting began with a focus on agenda item 8 (Consideration of 

international cooperation and assistance, including capacity-building and means of enhancing 

modalities and procedures for international cooperation and assistance) for about ten minutes before 

moving onto discussion on agenda item 9 (Other issues and topics for the effective implementation 

of the Programme of Action and the International Tracing Instrument). Most delegates called for 

international cooperation, as has been the case throughout these discussions.  

 

Many delegates were unwilling to budge on their hard stances on other issues, however, particularly 

on whether ammunition ought to be included in the PoA. Several states expressed strong support for 

the inclusion of ammunition in the final outcome document, including Colombia, Costa Rica, 

Mexico, and Jamaica. Russia argued that because an open-ended working group focused on 

ammunition was formed after BMS7, ammunition ought not be covered in the PoA. Other states 

agreed, including Cuba, Algeria, and Syria, who urged the delegates to avoid “controversial, 

nonconsensual issues like ammunition.” 

 

Ghana called for stronger action on issues of gender by reiterating that illicit SALW trafficking 

affects women disproportionately, as it is linked to femicide, rape, and other forms of GBV. 

Furthermore, women remain underrepresented in leadership positions and decision-making 

processes relating to peace and security. Ghana called on states to “back their numerous slogans with 

more practical commitment” to the meaningful inclusion of women. 

 

The most significant contribution in the morning session, to which many nations replied in 

agreement, came from Belgium. Belgium put forth a proposal for the creation of an open-ended 

technical expert working group on the implementation of the PoA and ITI with regard to new 

technologies in SALW. The proposal can be viewed here. The United States congratulated Belgium 

for spurring this discussion and called for the inclusion of industry experts. France stressed that 

these experts ought to include governmental authorities such as police and control experts. Finally, 

Australia agreed that experts from both government and civil society should be included in the 

working group proposed by Belgium.  

 

With the last contribution on agenda Item 9, the morning meeting was adjourned just before 11:00 

am and moved to informal deliberations on the outcome document. 

 

The afternoon session opened, and El Salvador expressed support for the inclusion of ammunition in 

https://documents.unoda.org/wp-content/uploads/2022/06/2022.06.10-SALW-Introduction-to-the-issue-of-OEWG-on-new-technologies-explanatory-paper.pdf


 

the PoA. The session was closed shortly after for continued informal deliberation on the outcome 

document. Negotiations continued into the evening. 

 

 

IANSA, Humanium Metal by IM Swedish Development Partner, and Maat for Peace, Development 

and Human Rights will be hosting a side event to BMS8, sponsored by the Permanent Mission of 

Sweden to the UN, on “Youth Inclusion and Participation in the Implementation of the UNPoA.'' It 

will take place tomorrow Friday 1 July in Conference Room 11 from 1:15 pm- 2:30 pm EST. You may 

also participate virtually via Webex - RSVP here. 

 

___________________________ 
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Visit IANSA's website for further resources for BMS8  
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