
 
 

 

BMS8 Daily Briefing Day 3 

 

Today marked the third day of BMS8. The first session in the open plenary segment was dedicated 

to hearing statements by international and regional organisations, as well as non-governmental 

organisations and civil society. Sixteen civil society statements were delivered, including two 

statements from representatives of the gun manufacturers and users group. IANSA’s opening 

statement, delivered by Seydi Gassama, the Executive Director of Amnesty International Senegal 

and IANSA Leadership Team member, celebrated IANSA’s 20th anniversary and outlined our six 

key issues for BMS8.  

 

Faith Washington, a 15-year-old student of The Workshop School in Philadelphia who has been 

directly affected by gun violence, delivered a powerful statement on behalf of IANSA’s Youth 

Network. Faith received a round of applause following her statement – an unusual occurrence at 

these conferences. She called for greater attention to the impact of gun violence on youth. She also 

stressed the need  to increase the presence of youth, women, people of other gender identities, and 

underrepresented groups in discussions and processes on peace and disarmament.  

 

Joseph Dube of Disarmament and Arms Control South Africa provided another key highlight in the 

civil society statements: 

 

The original text of the PoA omitted many important issues. 

It failed to mention human rights. 

It failed to mention the need to regulate small arms in the civilian population. 

It failed to recognize that the legal market is often the original source of the illegal trade. 

It failed to mention the problem of arms transfers to non-state actors. 

It failed to mention the misuse of guns by state officials 

and it failed to recognize the gendered nature of gun misuse and gun injury. 

 

IANSA strongly supports the inclusion of civil society voices at BMS8, and will continue to advocate 

for  continued inclusion and representation. Please find the civil society statements on IANSA’s 

website here.  

 

The Chair concluded this segment and moved the session to a closed discussion on the outcome 

document.  

https://iansa.org/six-key-issues-for-the-eighth-biennial-meeting-of-states-bms8-on-the-un-programme-of-action-june-2022/
https://iansa.org/six-key-issues-for-the-eighth-biennial-meeting-of-states-bms8-on-the-un-programme-of-action-june-2022/
https://iansa.org/eighth-biennial-meeting-of-states-on-the-programme-of-action-on-small-arms-and-light-weapons-bms8/


  

  
In the second session of the day, States  started discussing  agenda item 8 (Consideration of 

international cooperation and assistance, including capacity-building and means of enhancing 

modalities and procedures for international cooperation and assistance). It began with a presentation 

given by the Secretariat on a proposed Fellowship Training Program that would increase the 

technical knowledge and expertise of mid-career practitioners on SALW, with a specific focus on 

providing aid to developing countries. Three different formats for the program were given in 

addition to multiple funding options, with the earliest possible projection of implementation being 

mid-2024. States overwhelmingly supported the quick implementation of this fellowship to aid 

capacity-building in developing countries. The United States and Brazil advocated for funding 

through the  regular UN budget, while Indonesia emphasised that the fellowship must ensure that 

recipients are largely from developing countries, among other recommendations. 

 

Following the conclusion of the presentation, the floor was opened to discussion on this agenda 

item. A total of 30 countries provided their stances on the subject, as did the European Union and 

the Arab Group, represented by Mauritania. There was a consensus amongst members that 

international cooperation is a major pillar for the successful implementation of the PoA and 

ITI.  Some states continued to highlight the need for the meaningful inclusion of women in 

international efforts, while others championed the need to address information exchange, ever-

developing technologies, and international organised crime as it relates to SALW. 

 

While a few developing countries called for assistance from the member states, including Mali and 

Togo, donor countries such as the United States cautioned that assistance must always remain 

voluntary. Other major donor countries provided recommendations based on their experience, with 

Japan requesting reports on the impacts of their donations and Switzerland advocating for well-

defined criteria to assess recipients’ progress. Cuba and Syria denounced the “unilateral coercive 

measures” taken against them, stating that these are obstacles to international cooperation. 



 

 

The Chair concluded the afternoon session of the meeting without returning to the informal 

negotiations on the document, presumably because the Secretariat was completing drafting the next 

version of the outcome document.  

 

IANSA, Humanium Metal by IM Swedish Development Partner, and Maat for Peace, Development 

and Human Rights will be hosting a side event to BMS8, sponsored by the Permanent Mission of 

Sweden to the UN, on “Youth Inclusion and Participation in the Implementation of the UNPoA.'' It 

will take place on Friday 1 July in Conference Room 11 from 1:15 pm- 2:30 pm EST. You may also 

participate virtually via Webex - RSVP here. 

 

___________________________ 
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Visit IANSA's website for further resources for BMS8  

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSeNVjT1uKBHDOP8RxpzA0b0qw8tnOru3-OuNlQ155-Bx46evQ/viewform?usp=sf_link
https://iansa.org/eighth-biennial-meeting-of-states-on-the-programme-of-action-on-small-arms-and-light-weapons-bms8/

