
 
 

BMS8 Daily Briefing Day 2 

Today marked the second day of BMS8. It was announced that the BMS8 Chair has been nominated 

to be the new Secretary of Foreign Affairs of the Philippines. There will be a vote to elect a new 

Chair. The vice-Chairs are diplomats from the following countries: Thailand, El Salvador, 

Guatemala, the Republic of Korea, Portugal, Algeria, Ghana, and Latvia.  

 

The session started with the continuation of yesterday's open statements on agenda item 6 

(considerations of PoA implementation in national, regional, and global levels). Kenya, Turkey, and 

the Philippines outlined their continuing support of the implementation of the PoA, as well as 

individual steps each state is taking to combat illicit small arms and light weapons. This segment of 

the meeting took up only a small portion of the time for discussion, with several states highlighting 

the importance of issues such as international cooperation and assistance while also stressing the 

dangerous repercussions of illicit trafficking and the arms trade. Controversy over language related 

to gender and youth continued. The session then ended to provide time for informal discussions on 

the outcome document. 

 

The afternoon session began with a presentation by the United Nations for Disarmament Affairs 

(UNODA) on marking practices for modular and polymer weapons. The presentation identified key 

challenges, current practices, and good practices. It also included the question of the creation of the 

technical experts open-ended working group to ensure that PoA and ITI implementation takes 

current technological developments into account. States then delivered statements on agenda item 

seven (implementation of the ITI). All states agreed on the importance of the ITI, and the challenges 

and opportunities posed by advancing technologies, especially 3D, polymer, and modular weapons.  

 

Many states –  among them the European Union, India, Turkey, Colombia, Costa Rica, and 

Guatemala – urged that BMS8 take immediate action on the establishment of a working group to 

evaluate developments in weapons technology, as discussed in BMS7. The United States emphasised 

that “most of us are diplomats, not technological experts,” and stressed the need for expertise from 

firearms industry representatives. 

 

Other states, most notably the Arab Group and Cuba, opposed the creation of such a group within 

the context of the BMS8, instead suggesting considering the issue at RevCon4. A primary concern 

for the Arab Group was placing additional pressures on states via an expanded ITI or PoA, given the 

lack of training, funding, and tools available to developing countries to keep up with new 

technologies. Additional states, while not directly opposed to BMS8 establishing a working group, 

also emphasised the importance of developed countries’ support of developing countries. Tanzania, 

for example, stated that limitations on its ability to contain the threat of illicit SALW trade included 

its lack of SALW manufacturing expertise, the ongoing conflict in Africa, and limited international 

cooperation in terms of information sharing. 

 



 

Many states, such as Kenya, Malaysia, Mali, and France, stressed the importance of international 

cooperation with respect to information sharing. Civil society representatives were then told to 

leave the room, as an informal session began on the text of the PoA. 

 

 

IANSA Side event to BMS8: “Setting voluntary national targets to support the 

implementation of the PoA: a way forward” 

 
This afternoon IANSA held its first side event to BMS8 on implementing voluntary national targets, 

sponsored by the Permanent Mission of Canada to the UN, the Permanent Mission of Germany to 

the UN and UNSCAR.  

 

A positive development at BMS7 was the increased focus on the responsibility and accountability of 

individual states and regions in implementing the PoA and the ITI. Based on the suggestion in the 

2019 Report of the Secretary-General (A/74/187), the outcome document proposed that states 

consider setting voluntary national and regional targets to support the implementation of the PoA.  

 

Following that lead, and thanks to funds provided by UNSCAR, IANSA proposed a challenge to 12 

of its members. With IANSA’s support, the 12 members each kickstarted a conversation with their 

country’s national authorities on small arms in order to create possibilities for the setting of national 

targets for PoA implementation. Besides helping the PoA process, it would also strengthen the 

constructive collaboration between civil society and governments in the struggle to eradicate illicit 

trafficking in SALW. The project's goal was simple: to establish an initial conversation that could, in 

time, ignite a more formal process for setting national targets. 

 

The session was chaired by IANSA's Managing Director Ivan Marques and included presentations 

from three of the IANSA members that implemented this project: Ana Yanci Espinoza, director of 

Fundación Arias in Costa Rica; Eugine Ngalim, director of Cameroon Youths and Students Forum 

for Peace (CAMYOSFOP); Bianca Pabotoy, Women's Peace and Security Officer for the Center for 

Peace Education - Miriam College in The Philippines; and from Teresa Dybek, IANSA’s coordinator 

for this project. Comments were provided by Takashi Mashiko (UNODA/UNSCAR), Mr. Ebenezer, 

Director of the Department of the United Nations and Decentralised Cooperation, Ministry of 

Foreign Affairs Cameroon and Amb. Maritza Chan, Costa Rica Deputy Permanent Representative to 

the UN. Closing remarks were given by Lauren Bronstein, from Global Affairs Canada. 



  

 

Tomorrow is Day 3 of BMS8 and we will be hearing statements by international and regional 

organisations, followed by non-governmental organisations and civil society.  

  
IANSA, Humanium Metal by IM Swedish Development Partner, and Maat for Peace, Development 

and Human Rights will be hosting a side event to BMS8, sponsored by the Permanent Mission of 

Sweden to the UN, on “Youth Inclusion and Participation in the Implementation of the UNPoA.'' It 

will take place on Friday 1 July in Conference Room 11 from 1:15 pm- 2:30 pm EST. You may also 

participate virtually via Webex - RSVP here. 

 

___________________________ 
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