
 
 

BMS8 Daily Briefing Day 1 

 
Today marked the first day of the Eighth Biennial Meeting of States (BMS8) to Consider the 

Implementation of the Programme of Action to Prevent, Combat and Eradicate the Illicit Trade in Small 

Arms and Light Weapons in All Its Aspects (PoA). BMS8 is taking place in person through July 1, 2aq022, 

at the United Nations Headquarters in New York City. 

 

The meeting started with inaugural procedures: a statement by the deputy to the High Representative of 

Disarmament Affairs, Thomas Markram (item 1), the election of the chair (item 2, and the adoption of the 

agenda for the week (item 4).  Ambassador Enrique A. Manalo, Permanent Representative of the 

Philippines, was confirmed as the Chair for BMS8, and opened his remarks by acknowledging that while 

there has been substantial progress since the adoption of the PoA in 2001, there is still significant work to 

be done. Amb. Manalo emphasised that this week is a step toward an effective Program of Action and will 

ensure that the PoA remains relevant and effective. In the face of a challenging political environment, 

States must support and maintain political will and work together to achieve consensus on an outcome 

document. Amb. Manalo also thanked civil society groups for their efforts in helping achieve the goals of 

the PoA.  

 

The Chair then moved to the first substantive part of the agenda (item 6), allowing States to express their 

considerations on the PoA and ITI implementation at regional and national levels. These are highlights 

from the floor. 

  

Gender considerations 

Many States directly addressed the need to build on previous gender outcomes, and to ensure the inclusion 

of women and girls into the work of BMS8. Of the 34 States that spoke, 16 States advocated for the need 

for gender mainstreaming in their opening statements. The representative from El Salvador noted, “Armed 

violence has different impacts on men, women, boys, and girls…Peace is more successful when women 

and girls are involved.” The representative from Ireland stated that “Gender-responsive politics are more 

sustainable. We must continue to strengthen links with the Women, Peace, and Security agenda. A 

gender-sensitive approach should be promoted for all aspects of SALW work, including gender- and age-

sensitive programs and disaggregated data.” Argentina offered a specific solution to address the role that 

SALW plays in gender-based violence. Argentina’s national firearm regulation agency, ANMaC, pays 

explicit attention to gender in its licensing process: a license to carry firearms is not granted if the 

applicant has a history of gender-based violence. Based on this policy’s success so far, Argentina suggested 

that the other delegations consider a similar approach. 

 

While no State directly offered a negative view of this topic, Mauritania and the Group of Arab States 

addressed the topic indirectly by stating that any attempts to insert points not subject to consensus should 

be considered at other fora. Egypt, Syria, and Lebanon concurred, adding that the group must combat the 

expansion of the scope of work to unclear or non-consensual topics. The representative of Iran echoed this 



feeling, adding that the discussions should stay clear of “secondary issues.” Australia presented a strong 

statement defending the inclusion of a gender-sensitive approach to the PoA and arguing that it cannot be 

considered a secondary issue. Strong support for gender mainstreaming in the PoA was also offered by 

other countries and regional groups, including Brazil, Ireland, and the European Union. 

 

Enhance Provisions for Collection and Destruction of SALW and their Ammunition 

On the goal to enhance provisions for the collection and destruction of SALW and their ammunition, 

Ghana noted that they made a public display of the destruction of illicit weapons as part of an education 

campaign on the harms of illicit SALW. Sri Lanka also expressly addressed the need to collect and destroy 

illicit SALW. Many other States referenced the need for better management of weapons stockpiles and 

control over the complete life cycle of weapons but did not directly address collection and destruction 

provisions.  

 

Regarding the inclusion of ammunition in the PoA, multiple States voiced their approval of integrating 

the subject into the current discussion. Uruguay stated that it is “natural” to include ammunition in the 

PoA, and Guatemala stated that “we must bear in mind that a firearm cannot function without 

ammunition. Ecuador vividly stated that ammunition “literally fans the flames of the problem.” Colombia, 

El Salvador, Ireland, Sri Lanka, Bulgaria, Mali, Suriname, and the Caribbean Member States, the European 

Union, Chile, Australia, and the United Kingdom concurred. Egypt, Algeria, and Honduras disagreed, and 

Mauritania, Syria, and the Group of Arab States said that topics on which there wasn’t consensus should 

be considered at other venues. The United States added that the purpose of the BMS8 meeting should not 

be to expand the scope of the PoA to other issues and that ammunition could be more adequately 

addressed in a separate process.  

 

Developing National Targets 

Throughout the opening session, many States highlighted their national progress in implementing the 

PoA, including the development of national targets. The European Union underlined its “commitment to 

the implementation of national action plans,” and Mali stressed the importance that “states agree to 

combine efforts through the Program of Action to improve national regulations.” Suriname and 

CARICOM, Togo, Chile, Algeria, Indonesia, El Salvador, Guatemala, and Timor-Leste also highlighted 

their national efforts regarding the development of targets and regulations. Relatedly, several States noted 

that while international cooperation is important, national governments ultimately bear primary 

responsibility for the implementation of the PoA. Germany highlighted the importance of supporting the 

setting of national targets but also making sure that roadmaps and other ways to improve implementation 

must be considered, including financially sponsoring regional and national processes.   

 

Ensuring attention to synergies among instruments that are critical to preventing SALW proliferation, 

violence, and harm. 

There were varying viewpoints on synergies among instruments at today’s meetings. Some States, such as 

Thailand, Argentina, Honduras, Australia, and South Africa argued that synergies are useful tools to aid 

reporting and reduce administrative burdens. Others, such as Cuba, were more critical of the idea, stating 

that “forcing synergies which do not enjoy international consensus will not contribute to the 

implementation of the PoA.” Concerned that linking separate instruments would threaten the voluntary 

nature of these instruments, it stated, “We must avoid a one size fits all solution.” Other States sceptical of 

synergies included Algeria, Iran, Iraq, and Venezuela. 

 



Increasing attention to the need for sustainable international cooperation and assistance in implementing 

the PoA and the ITI. 

International cooperation was stressed as a major stepping stone in the successful implementation of the 

Programme of Action. Many States proclaimed a deep commitment to the PoA and ITI while stating that 

it is the duty of all countries to take action in establishing small arms security for all. Data collected from 

Member States who submitted reports on their progress with the goals of the PoA showed that more than 

40 percent of States needed some form of assistance with issues including the tracking of small arms and 

the disposal of stockpiles. While overall there seemed to be some consensus on the need for international 

cooperation and assistance, many countries also stressed the importance of State sovereignty in the matter 

and the importance of States being the primary enforcer of SALW politics. 

 

Setting a robust agenda and mandate for RevCon4 

It was the hope of many delegates at today’s BMS8 meeting that issues discussed will provide important 

frameworks and insights for the upcoming RevCon meeting. Issues that were regarded as important over 

the course of the day are likely to reappear in conversations before and during RevCon 4 in 2024. France 

underlined that the ITI was essential to trace SALW at the regional and international levels, while 

Switzerland noted that BMS8 should provide guidance for RevCon4.  

 

States also addressed several topics outside of the six goals highlighted by IANSA. A common topic of note 

was concern over changing weapons technology, especially the creation of multiple-use 3D printed 

weapons, polymer weapons, and developments in the ability of users to evade marking and tracing 

mechanisms.  

 

The ongoing Russia-Ukraine conflict was also a recurring talking point amongst countries at today’s 

meeting. In the opening session, the European Union condemned the Russian invasion of Ukraine. 

Statements made by Ukraine called out full-blown warfare created by Russia and highlighted that though 

they will continue to make strides to monitor and prevent small arms trading in the country, the 

restoration of European security will only be possible with the removal of Russian forces. Ukraine’s anti-

Russian sentiments were supported by both the United States and Poland, who outlined the need for a 

level of international respect and cooperation that is currently impossible to achieve amidst the conflict. 

Russia defended their actions by emphasising that they will achieve ultimate success with the 

denazification and demilitarisation of the territory and that professional discussions shouldn’t be diverted 

by senseless words. 
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